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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 9-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Regarding claim 9, the phrase "among other things" renders the claim(s) 
indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those 
encompassed by "among other things"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) 
unascertainable. 

4. The term "to some extent" in claim 9 is a relative term which renders the claim 
indefinite. The term "to some extent" is not defined by the claim, the specification does 
not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in 
the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 

5. Claim 16 recites the limitation "the means for passing" in lines 1-2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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2. Claims 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 3,923,216 to Farnbach (Farnbach). 

With regard to claim 9, Farnbach discloses a rucksack comprising a bag (26) 
having a back panel and a belt assembly (30) and a rigid frame (10) secured to the pack 
and the belt, wherein the bottom portion (16) of the rigid frame has a V-shaped 
vonfiguration, with an angle less than the angle of a V-shaped pocket (32, see Fig. 3), 
allowing the belt assembly to pivot angularly (see col. 5, lines 58-59). 

With regard to claim 10, the rigid frame is constituted by a flat bar of small 
thickness to the degree claimed (Fig. 2), and the pocket (32) is a flat pocket applied to 
the rear of the belt assembly by stitching (Figs. 3-5). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , the V-shaped point (at 16) of the frame presents a 
rounded shape, and the pocket includes a reinforced zone (35, Fig. 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Farnbach in view of US Patent No. 6,290,1 14 to Berberian (Berberian). 

Farnbach discloses substantially the invention, but fails to disclose a stiffener 
plate decreasing the friction in the pocket. 
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Berberian discloses a backpack with a V-shaped pouch (116) selectively 
receiving a rigid member, wherein a plate (inner layer 134) constitutes the inside wall 
and provides for a lower coefficient of friction ("easy entry and exit," col. 8 In. 59). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided the pocket of Farnbach with the inner plate of 
Berberian to reduce friction when inserting and removing objects from the pocket, as 
taught by Berberian. 

5. Claims 13-16, 19-20, 22-23, 25-26, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Farnbach in view of US Patent No. 5,725,139 to Smith 
(Smith). 

With regard to claims 13-14, 19-20, and 22-23, Farnbach discloses substantially 
the invention, but fails to disclose releasable fastener means as claimed. 

Smith discloses a similar rucksack, wherein releasable fastener means (62, 63, 
158) fasten the belt assembly (38) to the rucksack while frame members (52) move 
freely in pockets (54). A flexible strip (63) has one end secured to the bottom edge of 
the back of the rucksack in a middle portion thereof is secured in a releasable manner 
by self-gripping hook and loop to the front of the belt assembly (col. 7, lines 36-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided the belt and rucksack of Farnbach with the 
releasable fastener of Smith to provide an alternative means of attaching the backpack 
components. 
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With regard to claims 15, 25-26, and 28, Farnbach discloses substantially the 
invention with padded belt, but fails to disclose the particular shape of waist belt 
padding or fastening means. 

Smith teaches two side pads (150) with the inside edges V-shaped (as at 158, 
Fig. 3) and a central pad (28) that is substantially v-shaped to engage the space 
between the side pads, including releasable self-gripping fastener means (63) as 
claimed. Padding inherently will press and flatten when it is forced against an object, 
therefor, the contacting ends of the side pad and central pad will perform as claimed 
during angular pivoting. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided the waistbelt pad of Farnbach with the three piece 
arrangement of Smith to provide an alternative padding means that accommodates a 
particularly-shaped central portion. 

With regard to claim 16, a longitudinal strip (76) is received in a sheath (78) that 
is secured (stitched) to the rucksack as claimed. 

6. Claims 21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Farnbach in view of Berberian as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of 
Smith. 

Modified Farnbach discloses substantially the invention, but fails to disclose 
releasable fastener means as claimed. 

Smith discloses a similar rucksack, wherein releasable fastener means (62, 63, 
158) fasten the belt assembly (38) to the rucksack while frame members (52) move 
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freely in pockets (54). A flexible strip (63) has one end secured to the bottom edge of 
the back of the rucksack in a middle portion thereof is secured in a releasable manner 
by self-gripping hook and loop to the front of the belt assembly (col. 7, lines 36-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided the belt and rucksack of Farnbach in view of 
Berberian with the releasable fastener of Smith to provide an alternative means of 
attaching the backpack components. 

7. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Farnbach in view of Berberian as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of 
Smith. 

Modified Farnbach discloses substantially the invention with padded belt, but fails 
to disclose the particular shape of waist belt padding or fastening means. 

Smith teaches two side pads (150) with the inside edges V-shaped (as at 158, 
Fig. 3) and a central pad (28) that is substantially v-shaped to engage the space 
between the side pads, including releasable self-gripping fastener means (63) as 
claimed. Padding inherently will press and flatten when it is forced against an object, 
therefor, the contacting ends of the side pad and central pad will perform as claimed 
during angular pivoting. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided the waistbelt pad of Farnbach in view of Berberian 
with the three piece arrangement of Smith to provide an alternative padding means that 
accommodates a particularly-shaped central portion. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN COGILL whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7458. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/J. C.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3782 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3782 



